Second Public Comment—PUCN Utility Agenda 12-16—July 6, 2016—Fred Voltz

While the June 16, 2016 departure of the Commission’s general counsel represents a very constructive step forward, there has been no public effort to begin the process of hiring a new general counsel with law suits pending against the Commission from the solar industry, among other entities.  When will the PUC hold its next administrative agenda meeting to address this issue as the special utility agenda meeting scheduled for June 12th at two p.m. cannot include such administrative business?  Shouldn’t the Commission’s executive director have already calendared this administrative agenda meeting given the three weeks that have already passed?  When Jan Cohen resigned the general counsel position in June 2013, the process to locate her replacement began quickly with the now-departed executive director, Cohen and the regulatory operations director all on the search committee.  The Commission extended an offer of employment on July 22, 2013.  Does the current lack of timely action mean the general counsel position has become unnecessary and will not be filled at all, saving ratepayers over $150,000 annually?


Speaking of the Commission’s executive director position, consider these comments formal notice to each commissioner that there is a black-letter law, statutory problem with the current executive director not meeting the explicit requirements of NRS 703.130 (2) requiring utility regulatory experience and clearly missing from her resume.  It is surprising none of the 17 PUC lawyers, the long-time, former, executive director, nor the personnel officer knew or learned of this requirement before extending an offer of employment.  Because the PUC cannot unilaterally override state statute, the executive director illegally holds her position and is receiving compensation in error.  She needs to leave this position without further delay and return the public money paid to her since August 2015.  You will also want to know that this statutory violation has been reported to several legislators, issued in a widely-disseminated press release, noticed to the governor, and brought to the state attorney general’s attention through a formal complaint.  It is not in the public interest to have someone without utility regulatory experience administering this Commission’s business.  Unambiguous NRS language confirms this public policy mandate. 


Please add these comments verbatim to this meeting’s official, written record.

