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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF NEVADA

Application of Nevada Power Company d/b/a )

NV Energy and Sierra Pacific Power Company )

d/b/a NV Energy for approval of proposed trial ) Docket No. 12-05003

Non-Standard Metering Option riders and changes )

to existing rules and schedules associated with )

implementation of the NSMO riders. )

)

Answer to Petition for Reconsideration and Rehearing

Nevada Power Company d/b/a NV Energy (“NPC”), and Sierra Pacific Power 

Company d/b/a NV Energy (“SPPC” and, together with NPC, “NV Energy”) file this 

Answer to Petition for Reconsideration and Rehearing pursuant to Section 703.801(4) of 

the Nevada Administrative Code (“NAC”).  

On December 11, 2012, the Office of the Attorney General, Bureau of Consumer 

Protection (“BCP”) filed a Petition for Reconsideration or Rehearing, or Both (the 

“Petition”) in Docket No. 12-05003.  The Petition asks the Commission to revisit its 

November 27, 2012 order approving NV Energy’s non-standard metering tariff, to adopt 

an analog meter as the non-standard meter, and establish different upfront and recurring 

rates for the non-standard metering service.  On December 17, 2012, NV Energy and BCP 

entered into a Stipulation pursuant to NAC 703.750 and 703.845.  See Attachment A.  

Through this Answer, NV Energy respectfully requests that the Commission enter an order 

on reconsideration or rehearing, grant the Stipulation and, pursuant to the Stipulation, issue 

an order establishing a non-standard metering option as set forth in the Stipulation.

There is basis for granting BCP’s request for rehearing.  The Commission’s March 

2, 2012 order in Docket No. 11-10007 rejected four different non-standard metering 

alternatives (a smart meter without communication disabled, a smart meter with limited 

communications, a digital meter, and an analog meter) and directed NV Energy to file a 

trial non-standard metering tariff with a communicating digital meter.  See Order at 
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Ordering ¶ 2 (requiring NV Energy to file a non-standard metering tariff consistent with 

the recommendations in the Final Report) & Final Report at 27 (recommending a 

communicating digital meter), Investigation regarding NV Energy's Advanced Service 

Delivery Meter Program a/k/a Smart Meter and its implementation, Docket No. 11-10007

(iss. March 2, 2012).  BCP reasonably could have interpreted this order as precluding it 

from introducing evidence related to the use of an analog meter at the hearing in this 

docket.  Accordingly, BCP could claim that, while the evidence to which NV Energy and 

BCP stipulated existed at the time of the hearing in this docket, it could not have been 

introduced at the hearing because BCP did not believe it was admissible.  See Nev. Admin.

Code § 703.801(2)(c).  Thus, the Commission could find that is a basis for granting the 

request for rehearing.

In light of this consideration, NV Energy entered into a Stipulation with BCP 

setting forth certain facts to which NV Energy could stipulate in the event the Commission 

grants a request for rehearing.  These fact stipulations show that, while the analog meter 

has many drawbacks, including the fact that it is no longer manufactured in the United 

States, NV Energy believes it can use an analog meter as the non-standard meter for a 

period of four years.  NV Energy believes that it can salvage, test, and recondition a 

sufficient number of analog meters to service customers who “opt-out” up to the caps 

contained in the tariffs approved by the Commission.  Moreover, because NV Energy 

could install such reconditioned meters during the ordinary course of reading non-standard 

meters, there is a means of reducing the up-front charge.  

NAC 703.845 allows for the “parties to the proceeding” to enter into a stipulation 

for all or some of “the outstanding issues” in the proceeding.  That regulation does not 

expressly limit such stipulations to any specific period of time.
1

That is, the regulation 

1
This situation is different than a situation where the Presiding Officer has expressly rejected a 

stipulation and a party to that stipulation asks the full Commission accept the stipulation after a hearing.  In 

this case, the stipulation addresses factual issues that would be within the scope of a rehearing, if the 

Commission were to grant rehearing.  Moreover, while the stipulation is a partial-party stipulation, the only 
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does not, on its face, prevent the parties to a proceeding from resolving some or all of the 

issues in a proceeding after the Commission has entered an order and before the 

Commission has ruled on a petition for reconsideration or rehearing.  The Commission, 

therefore, appears to have the power to accept the Stipulation.

The Stipulation provides the Commission with a means of disposing of BCP’s 

petition for reconsideration and rehearing without conducting another proceeding.  The 

Commission has the latitude to deny the petition.  If, on the other hand, the Commission

believes that reconsideration or rehearing is appropriate, it could grant the petition and 

accept the Stipulation without the need for conducting any more proceeding because the 

Stipulation provides the facts that could be introduced at a rehearing, as well as a 

resolution of any dispute regarding the issue of an analog meter for a limited period of time 

as the non-standard meter.  Because NV Energy believes there could be a basis for granting 

rehearing in this proceeding, and a resolution of the non-standard metering option is in the 

public interest, NV Energy respectfully requests that the Commission accept the 

Stipulation.

Dated and respectfully submitted this 17
th

day of December, 2012.

Nevada Power Company d/b/a NV Energy

Sierra Pacific Power Company d/b/a NV Energy

/s/ Shawn M. Elicegui

Shawn M. Elicegui

Associate General Counsel

Nevada Bar No. 5939

6100 Neil Road

Reno, Nevada 89511

Telephone (775) 834-5697

Fax (775) 834-4098

party of record that has not signed the stipulation will have the opportunity to respond to the stipulation when 

Staff files its answer to the petition.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have served SIERRA PACIFIC POWER COMPANY D/B/A 

NV ENERGY AND NEVADA POWER COMPANY D/B/A NV ENERGY’S ANSWER 

AND STIPULATION in Docket 12-05003 by electronic service to the following:

Tammy Cordova
Public Utilities Comm. of Nevada
101 Convention Center Drive, Suite 250
Las Vegas, NV 89109
tcordova@puc.nv.gov

Staff Counsel Division
Public Utilities Comm. of Nevada
1150 E. William Street
Carson City, NV 89701-3109
pucn.sc@puc.nv.gov

Eric Witkoski
Attorney General’s Office
Bureau of Consumer Protection
10791 W. Twain Avenue, Ste. 100

Las Vegas, NV 89135-3022
bcpserve@ag.nv.gov

David Norris
Attorney General’s Office
Bureau of Consumer Protection
100 N. Carson St.
Carson City, NV 89701-4717
bcpserve@ag.nv.gov

DATED this 17
th

day of December, 2012.

/s/ Connie Silveira

Connie Silveira

Legal Secretary

Sierra Pacific Power Company 


